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SUBJECT: MINISTER S ATTACK ON BRITISH SHOP STEWARDS' ACTIVITIES 
IN AUSTRALIA 

1 . MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRY AND LEADER OF THE HOUSE, 

IAN SINCLAIR, HAS CAUSED A MAJOR POLITICAL ROW BY LAUNCHING 
STRONG ATTACKS ON BRITISH TRADE UNION LEADERS AND SHOP 
STEWARDS WHOM HE HAS DESCRIBED AS BEING BENT ON IMPORTING 
THE "BRITISH DISEASE" INTO AUSTRALIAN TRADE UNIONISM. IN 

A SERIES OF ATTACKS, SINCLAIR HAS GONE SO FAR AS TO BRACKET 
THEM WITH COMMUNISTS IN THE LABOR MOVEMENT. 

2. IN AN UNPRECEDENTED STATEMENT THE BRITISH HIGH COMMIS- 
SIONER SIR DONALD TEBBIT REACTED TO SINCLAIR'S ATTACKS BY 
SUGGESTING THAT PROBLEMS IN AUSTRALIA RIGHTLY SHOULD BE 
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TREATED AS AN "AUSTRALIAN DISEASE." HE REACTED 
ESPECIALLY STRONGLY TO SINCLAIR'S CONTENTION THAT THE 
BRITISH ECONOMY HAD "COLLAPSED" BECAUSE OF BRITISH 
UNIONISM. NOTING INTER ALIA THAT "BRITISH EXPORTS OVER THE 
LAST TEN YEARS HAVE DOUBLED, AND STATISTICS SHOW THAT OUR 
LOSS OF WORK THROUGH STRIKES AND INDUSTRIAL STOPPAGES OF 
ONE SORT OR ANOTHER ARE ABOUT HALF OF AUSTRALIA'S." SIR 
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DONALD WENT ON TO REMARK THAT "AN ISLAND ABOUT THE SIZE 
OF VICTORIA PRODUCES MORE FOOD THAN AUSTRALIA AND NEW 
ZEALAND PUT TOGETHER. EVEN IN A LESS FAIR AND FRIENDLY 
COUNTRY THAN AUSTRALIA. THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS (IN THE UK) 

COULD HARDLY BE DESCRIBED AS 'ECONOMIC COLLAPSE ." 

3. PREDICTABLY, ALP REACTION HAS BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL. 

ACTING LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION TOM UREN ATTACKED SINCLAIR 
FOR HIS "RACIST REMARKS" AS DID N.S.W. ALP AND UNION 
LEADER JOHN DUCKER (A YORKSHIREMAN). SHADOW MINISTER FOR 
DEFENSE AND ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT BILL HAYDEN ACCUSED THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SEEKING TO INTRODUCE ANTI-BRITISH RACISM INTO 
THE MAINSTREAM OF POLITICS TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM THE GOA'S 
"DISASTROUS" ECONOMIC POLICIES. 

4. PRIME MINISTER FRASER, FOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM ASEAN 
MEETINGS IN KUALA LUMPUR, AVOIDED SUPPORTING SINCLAIR DIR- 
ECTLY AND LIMITED HIS REPLY TO A GENERAL COMMENT ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE CONTRIBUTION OF MIGRANTS TO THE DEVELOP- 
MENT OF AUSTRALIA. THE PM DID NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT 
AUSTRALIA HAS "SOME HOME-GROWN AND SOME IMPORTED 
PEOPLE WHO SOMETIMES DO NOT FIT INTO THE GENERAL PATTERN 
OF AUSTRALIAN LIFE." SEVERAL GOVERNMENT MINISTERS SAID 
PRIVATELY THAT THEY WERE "APPALLED" BY SINCLAIR S REMARKS 
BUT WOULD NOT COMMENT OFFICIALLY. 
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TM COMMENT: ALTHOUGH BLASTED BY THE LEFT AND RECEIVING 
NO OPEN SUPPORT FROM OTHER LEADERS OF HE LIBERAL NATIONAL 
COUNTRY PARTY COALITION, SINCLAIR S REMARKS HAVE STRUCK A 
RESPONSIVE CHORD IN LARGE MAJORITY OF AUSTRALIANS. 

SINCLAIR, A CLEVER, INTELLIGENT, ALBEIT RUTHLESS, POLITICIAN 
UNDOUBTEDLY REALIZES THAT HE WILL LOSE FEW VOTES BY ATTACKING 
THE "POMMIE" SHOP STEWARD AS A PRIMARY CAUSE OF AUSTRALIA'S 
SERIOUS ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS. 

6. IN EMBASSY VIEW, SINCLAIR'S REMARKS MIGHT WELL BE IN- 
VOLVED IN HIS LONG-HELD AMBITION TO REPLACE DOUG ANTHONY 
AS NATIONAL COUNTRY PARTY PARLIAMENTARY LEADER. ANTHONY, 
WHO HAS BEEN IN ILL HEALTH FOR OVER A YEAR, HAS RECENTLY 
UNDERGONE MUCH CRITICISM FROM WITHIN HIS OWN PARTY. MOST 
RECENTLY, COUNTRY PARTY POLITICIANS CRITICIZED HIM FOR 
GOING ON A FISHING TRIP TO FIJI RATHER THAN SERVING AS 
ACTING PRIME MINISTER DURING FRASER'S ATTENDANCE AT THE 
ASEAN CONFERENCE. THE NAMING OF JOHN HOWARD AS SPECIAL 
MINISTER TO THE EEC (AND PROBABLY EVENTUALLY TO JAPAN, THE 
US AND THE REST OF THE WORLD) WAS READ AS A DIRECT DIMI- 
NUTION OF ONE OF ANTHONY'S RESPONSIBILITIES AS MINISTER 
FOR OVERSEAS TRADE. AGAIN, THE LIBERALS' DECISION 
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TO TRY TO UNSEAT NCP MINISTER OF TRANSPORT PETER NIXON 
IN THE NEXT FEDERAL ELECTIONS, DESPITE A GOVERNMENT 
COALITION AGREEMENT NOT TO ATTEMPT TO UNSEAT SITTING MIN- 
ISTERS, WAS TAKEN AS A FURTHER SIGN OF ANTHONY'S DECLINING 
INFLUENCE IN THE COALITION. THE ABOVE, COMBINED WITH 
ANTHONY'S FREQUENT ABSENCES FROM PARLIAMENT BECAUSE OF 
ILLNESS, HAVE WEAKENED ANTHONY’S LEADERSHIP POSITION AND 
HEIGHTENED SINCLAIR’S AMBITION TO REPLACE HIM. ALSTON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: UNION GOVERNMENT RELATIONS, COMMUNISM, ALLEGATIONS, LABOR UNIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 10-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977CANBER05604 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770287-0519 
Format: TEL 
From: CANBERRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770878/aaaacobn.tel 

Line Count: 124 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 55d3305d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1651398 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MINISTERYS ATTACK ON BRITISH SHOP STEWARDS/' ACTIVITIES IN AUSTRALIA 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, AS, (SINCLAIR, IAN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/55d3305d-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



